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So What Is The Question Anyway?,"

BBS.I

O e YES vote means that the Act will be repealed as of
January, 1998 and the appointed committee structure wili
cease to exist. The appointed Committee wiil b€ replaced

by an elected Committee made up of l3-members, nine
elected by district and four elected atJarge. This is the

same structur€ that existed in 1991. The elected

Committee would take offrce on January 6, 1998.

The School Committa Ballpt Questien i

In 1991, ihe,il{gyor and City C,ouncil pasd a home nrle petidur which estabtished a seven mernber appei$ed Sdrool
Commftfee ia3osbn in place <if the l3-member elected structure. The petition was then approved by the tcgislature and signed
by the Governor in July, 1991 (Chapter 108 of the Acts of 1991)" The first appointed Committee assumed offrce on January l,
1992. The Act that established the appointed school board included a provision that required the Secretary of State to place a

binding question on the November 5, 1996, regular general state election ballot asking voters whether the appointed board
should continue in Boston beyond 1997 or be replaced by a 13-member elected Comm.ittee.

The ballot question will read:

"Shall an act passed in the General Court in 1991, entitled 'An Act
Reorganizing the School Committee of the City of Boston 'be repealed as

of January 1998 and in place thereof the school comrnittee structure as

existing in 1991 be reconstituted afte-r an election held in 1997?"

NO or YES

/ a NO vote means that the School Committee
will continue to be appointed by the Mayor from
recsrnmendations zubmitted by a Nominating

Panel. Voting NO *itt keep the enabling
legislation of the appointed committee, Chapter
108, in place in its entirety.

The Bureau believes that the appointed School Cornmittee is unquestionably the best choice for the future of the City of Boston.

The appointed School Committee alone will not solve the problems of the BPS, but this structure, with its emphasis on poliry
and acccuntability, will allow real educational improvement to occur. Changing the appointed structure clearly would be a step

backwards for a system that needs to move fonvard.

Stay tuned for future Bureau Briefs on the November 5th ballot question"




